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A COVERT AFFAIR
? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..Ye know I'm
passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the
very sun had borrowed from her face..107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i.
282..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.The company marvelled
at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El
Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and
care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King
Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and
fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for
my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need
of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this,
whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.'
When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will
be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in
thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And
what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's
vizier had miscalled her honour..Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.When the king heard this story, he deemed it
pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I
may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his
house all that day..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying,
"No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose
caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce,
saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at
mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's
pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and
kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with
thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I
would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.? ? ? ? ? u. Prince
Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are
parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..There was once, in a
province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his
command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and
learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and
paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and
she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture,
till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture,
thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If
thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he
confessed to him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported
the prince to another palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the
picture, but none could give him tidings thereof..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty
will stand to us for rain. (65).When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the
Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the
king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and
children..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel,
the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to
demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of
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his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said
to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and
obedience, O king.'.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and
gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady
Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman,
her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh."
Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..?STORY OF
THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to
disuniting Fate,.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them
pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile
and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade
set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let
note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came
to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide
with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year,
that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country
and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and
prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than
the story of the man whose caution slew him.".? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.? ? ? ? ?
Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..Then he went to fetch that
which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be
sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast
paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had
stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this,
but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy
wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when
Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath
this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her
daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her
mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied
me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor dlix.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief
amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed
length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They
kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed
days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy.
So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him
homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life].
So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..Then will he say to thee, 'Then
thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her
honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose
descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an
ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let
her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved
and ye be delivered from each other.".Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her
of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and
thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her
husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder
physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's
assembly.'.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..When the townsfolk saw
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this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue
of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart
from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High,
that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave
not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build
over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her
prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all
countries..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the
leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..128. The Ferryman of the Nile
and the Hermit cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..?OF THE
USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the
dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and
prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may
Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out
for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).The damsel
rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.Then he re-entered
the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where
there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road
and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..Then he turned to a damsel of the
damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be
indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said
to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave,
said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed
his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It
sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted
from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for
laughter..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..? ? ? ? ? f.
King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..El Abbas from Akil his
stead is come again, iii. 108..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search
his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume
upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the
Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the
prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right
and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the
door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw
somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of
blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should
show, iii. 10..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that
which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return
not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over
her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and
carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh
took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and
gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation
was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if
thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.3. The Porter and the
Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were
bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him,
"O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if
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thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness
for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied
El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went
and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of
him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and
kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..70.
Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and
talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah,
saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her
hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease
from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space
and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or
more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between
herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him
and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver
a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the
Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish
them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of
whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order
[with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that
whereunto he had bidden him..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of
food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without
lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy
father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may
He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went
away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? When I
recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii.
145..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should
get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the
morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered
with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her,
whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and
that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee
with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on
thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It
is well. Do so.".She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for
the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the
money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads
of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which
he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots
and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto
mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst
the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier,
'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled
out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in
the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did
this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an
island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight
of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him
ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered
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the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of
mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.So he left him for dead and
entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for
myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal
the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him,
but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's
strengths and fortified himself therein..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his
answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When
she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to
her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his
slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's
and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to
save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..? ? ? ? ?
I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of
cruelty and pride..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were
lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age
and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His
favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the
kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit
[themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and
soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who
order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and
women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto
them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of
my despair;.79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and
more exalted aye!.Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that]
Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy
separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace
ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh
ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither.
Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed
the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to
me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept
and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.Craft, Women's, ii. 287..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW
THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then
he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way
and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour
changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and
wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye
acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O
youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they
marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence
pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him,
and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there
betided me this and that.'.When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not
up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to
sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out
concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and
understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was
a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till
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she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the
kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the
people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and
understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he
had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she
was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her,
[firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is
wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit
with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon
this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced
and was content to pay the two dirhems..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi,
said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so
we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not
[often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This
fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou
liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none
succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from
me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the
morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect
bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother
cxlviii.When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the
other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him,
'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the
weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of the
dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the
dower..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and
they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a
vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage
interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like
of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head
awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that
thou make haste to put me to death.".Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and
things become straight, after crookedness...I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the
estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst
another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound
my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that
was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and
their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this
day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when
he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of
game we have caught.'.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and
those akin to me that hight.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs
must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of
God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me,
He will give me the victory over them.".? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares
to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..When
the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who
counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to
mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and
[dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's
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apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down
and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be
here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out
to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy
mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".16. The Fox and the Crow cl.Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the
Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that
day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from
his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his
horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the
man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the
summer, set in a winter's night..When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord,
bear what befell me in bygone days..When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier,
sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my
heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great
forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like
of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is
greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead
man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O
king," answered the youth,.Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place
and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were
carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are
tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the
watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound
by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel,
a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb]
and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to
God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii.
65..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.So, when he arose in the
morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him,
'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves
and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the
merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the
answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and
dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was
Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story
of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door
and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou
foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with
their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed
day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves
upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and
dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our
original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.102.
Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a
just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and
his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there
befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable
to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of
longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of
Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all
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that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].Selim and Selma, ii. 81..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know
that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So,
when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his
sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from
thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him,
'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the
quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.'
(108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..Then he went
on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when
I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics
presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his
voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling
in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service,
were those who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell
a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from
their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had
made severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she
knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me
is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her
breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all three.
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