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Her life was so blessed that she could have dealt with a horde of locusts, let alone a few mosquitoes..A blood test might prove that Junior was the

father. Accusations might sooner or later be made against him by bitter and hate-filled members of her family, perhaps not even with the hope of

sending him to prison, but solely for the purpose of getting their bands on a sizable pan of his fortune, in the form of child support..She was shaking

and so afraid, not thinking clearly, and for a moment she didn't understand what he meant, what he wanted, and then she saw that the window on

his side of the car was shattered, too, and that the door beyond him was badly torqued, twisted in its frame. Worse, the side of the Pontiac had burst

inward when the pickup plowed into them. With a steel snarl and sheet-metal teeth, it had bitten into Joey, bitten deep, a mechanical shark

swimming out of the wet day, shattering ribs, seeking his warm heart.."Those were Rowena's affectionate names for the boys when they were

babies. Her private nonsense names for them, because she said they were like two beautiful little elves and ought to have elfin names.".to prayer

instead, asking for the wisdom to understand why this was happening to her and for the strength to cope with her pain and with her loss..Edom felt

uneasy in this kingdom of a strange god. The god that his brother feared was humanity, its dark compulsions, its arrogance. Edom, on the other

hand, trembled before Nature, whose wrath was so great that one day she would destroy all things, when the universe collapsed into a super dense

nugget of matter the size of a pea..Incredibly, the thief left behind the most valuable items: the collection of hardcover first editions of Caesar

Zedd's complete body of work. The box stood open, its contents having been explored in haste, but not a single volume was missing..His silent

tears accomplished what his words could not: Nork, Knacker, and Hisscus retreated, urging him to speak to his attorney, promising to return, once

more expressing their deepest condolences, perhaps as abashed as attorneys and political appointees could get, but certainly confused and unsure

how to proceed when dealing with a man so untouched by greed, so free of anger, so forgiving as the widower Cain..Ten months later, he finally

wore her down. She accepted his proposal, and they set a date for the wedding..Phimie's speech had been slurred later, as well, immediately

following the birth of the baby, when she had struggled to convey her desire to name her daughter Angel..The diminutive mortician spoke a few

comforting words instead of commenting on the dental history of the deceased, and when he put a consoling hand on Jacob's shoulder, Jacob

cringed from his touch.."September 13, 1928. Lake Okeechobee, Florida. Two thousand people died in a flood.".Sometimes Barty could be fierce

in his independence-his mother told him so-and now he rebuffed Angel too sharply. "I don't want to be waited on. I'm not helpless, you know. I can

get sodas myself" By the time he reached the doorway, he felt sorry for his tone, and he looked back toward where the window seat must be.

"Angel?".Their struggle to put their sorrow into words moved Agnes not because they cared so deeply, but because in the end they were unable to

express themselves adequately. Without the relief provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong introversion left them

without the social skills to unburden themselves or to provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its many means and

mechanisms, had prepared them to expect Barty's cancer, which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely resigned.

Ultimately, in great frustration, each twin was reduced to fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only

consoler.."After the war, for a while, I was able to get more mainstream work. Racially ... things were changing. But I was getting older, too, and

the entertainment business is always looking for someone young, fresh. So I never made it big. Lord, I never even made it medium, but I got along

okay. Until ... by the early 1950s, my booking agent found it harder and harder to line up good dates, good clubs.".The reception still roared in both

showrooms of the gallery. Legions of the uncultured, taste-challenged in every regard except in their appreciation for hors d'oeuvres, yammered

about art and chased their cloddish opinions with mediocre champagne.."Can't change your own form, even seemingly?".Junior was impressed and

delighted by her clever assumption of it strictly professional voice and demeanor, which convincingly masked her intense desire. Sweet Victoria

was a worthy coconspirator..Maria Elena Gonzalez-no longer a seamstress in a dry-cleaners, but proprietor of Elena's Fashions, a small dress shop

one block off the town square-joined Agnes, Barty, Edom, and Jacob on Christmas.In the refrigerator, he found a stick of butter in a container with

clear plastic lid. He took the container to the cutting board beside the sink, to the left of the cooktop, and opened it.."By law, adoption records are

sealed and so closely guarded that you'd have an easier time acquiring a complete roster of the CIA's deep cover agents worldwide than finding this

one baby.".Gradually, she perceived that Lipscomb was more troubled than he should have been, considering that his patient had died through no

fault of his own..He might not have this future-living thing down perfectly, but he was absolutely terrific at anger..Though she was only a week

past her third birthday, Angel always selected her own clothes and carefully dressed herself. Usually she preferred monochromatic outfits,

sometimes with a single accent color expressed only in a belt or a hat, or a scarf. When she mixed several colors, the initial impression that she

gave was of chromatic chaos-but on second look, you began to see that these unlikely combinations were more harmonious than they had first

seemed..The hateful window. The hateful, frozen window. Celestina wrenched on the crank with all of her strength, and felt something give a little,

wrenched, but then the crank popped out of the socket and rapped against the sill..Caesar Zedd teaches that every experience in our lives, unto the

smallest moment and simplest act, is preserved in memory, including every witless conversation we've ever endured with the worst dullards we've

met. For this reason, he wrote a book about why we must never suffer bores and fools and about how we can be rid of them, offering hundreds of

strategies for scouring them from our lives, including homicide, which he claims to favor, though only tongue-in-cheek..The Beatles began singing

the number-one song, "I Feel Fine," as Junior turned off the county highway and followed the lake road northeast around the oil-black water. They
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had two titles in the American top five. In disgust, he switched off the radio..The telephone rang, putting an end to their chat, but Agnes would

remember the substance of it later that year, on the day before Christmas, when Barty took a walk in the rain and changed forever his.Neddy

occupied the entire spacious fourth floor of the house. The third and second floors were each divided into two apartments, the ground floor into

four studio units, all of which he rented out..He didn't bother to press Vanadium's hand around the weapon. There wasn't going to be a wealth of

evidence for the Scientific Investigation Division to sift through, anyway, when the fire was finally put out: just enough charred clues to allow them

an easy conclusion..In the dark dumpster, tormented by ceaseless torrents of what-ifs, convinced that the spirit of Vanadium was going to slam the

lid and lock him in with a revivified corpse, Junior had for a while been reduced to the condition of a helpless child. Paralyzed by fear, withdrawn

to the corner of the dumpster farthest from the putrefying pianist, squatting in trash, he had shaken with such violence that his castanet teeth had

chattered in a frenzied flamenco rhythm to which his bones seemed to knock, knock, like boot heels on a dance floor. He had heard himself

whimpering but couldn't stop, had felt tears of shame burning down his cheeks but couldn't halt the flow, had felt his bladder ready to burst from

the needle prick of terror but bad with heroic effort managed to refrain from wetting his pants.."All right," Celestina conceded, and looked relieved.

"Thank you, Paul. You're not only an exceptionally brave man but a gracious one, as well.".No weekend had ever passed so quickly, and no

midnight had ever brought with it such dread..As Celestina settled on the sofa with the phone in her lap, hesitating to dial until she worked up a bit

more courage, Angel said to Tom, "So what happened to your face?".Junior didn't believe in gods, devils, Heaven, Hell, life after death. He put his

faith in one thing: himself..In the closet, a limited wardrobe did not fully occupy available rod space. On the floor, shoes were neatly arranged

toe-to-heel..He couldn't see into the next aisle through the gaps between rows of books, because the shelves had solid backs..Barty wanted to hug

her. He did hug her. He hugged Angel, too. He hugged Tom Vanadium.."We don't sell no pizza," Angel said, because lately they had received a

few calls for a new pizzeria with a phone number one digit different from theirs..In his mind's eye, Junior saw the coin in transit of the blunt

fingers, moving more swiftly than previously because its passage was lubricated by blood..Prepared for any contingency, Junior listened to the

house until he was certain that he needed the knife for no one else..Celestina intended to capture Nella as she was now, head at rest upon the pillow

of, perhaps, her deathbed, eyes closed and mouth slack, face ashen but serene. Then she would draw four more portraits, using bone structure and

other physiological evidence to imagine how the woman had looked at sixty, forty, twenty, and ten..Sitting up in bed, he passed a little time reading

favorite, marked passages in Zedd's You Are the World. The book presented a brilliant argument that selfishness was the most misunderstood,

moral, rational, and courageous of all human motivations..efficiency of a nurse, but as a courtesan might perform the task: smiling enticingly, a

flirtatious glimmer in.On he went, up he went, trunk to limb, limb to branch, branch to limb, to limb, to trunk. Hand over hand up the vertical parts,

gripping with his knees, then standing and walking like a tightrope artist along limbs horizontal to the ground, swinging over empty air and

stepping from one woody walkway to another, ever upward toward the highest bower, dwindling as though he were growing younger during the

ascent, becoming a smaller and smaller boy. Forty feet, fifty feet, already far higher than the house, striving toward the green citadel at the

summit..Currently, Jacob was far removed from the embalming chamber and intended never to set foot there, alive. With Walter Panglo as his

guide, he toured the casket selection in the funeral-planning room..Ichabod passed Bartholomew through the open door to Celestina in the

passenger's seat, went around the Buick, put the tote bag in the back, and climbed behind the wheel once more..Astonished and appalled by the

cop's insensitivity, Junior said, "You just drop this on me? I lost my wife and my baby. My wife and my baby.".From a distance and through a

scattering of trees, Junior wasn't able to discern much about the other funeral, but he was pretty sure many if not most of that crowd were Negroes.

He surmised, therefore, that the person being buried was a Negro, too..When Junior cut open a grapefruit for breakfast, he didn't find a quarter in

it..Yet had the obstacles been piled twice as high, the time had come to put into words what they felt for each other and to decide what they

intended to do about it. Celestina knew that in depth and intensity, as well as in the promise of passion, Wally's love for her equaled hers for him;

out of respect for her and perhaps because the sweet man doubted his desirability, he tried to conceal the true power of his feelings and actually

thought he succeeded, though in fact he was radiant with love. His once-brotherly kisses on the cheek, his touches, his admiring looks were all still

chaste but ever more tender with the passage of time; and when he held her hand-as in the gallery this evening-whether as a show of support or

simply to keep her safely beside him in a crosswalk on a busy street, dear Wally was overcome by a wistfulness and a longing that Celestina

vividly remembered from Junior high school, when thirteen-year-old boys, their gazes filled with purest adoration, would be struck numb and mute

by the conflict between yearning and inexperience. On three occasions recently, he seemed on the brink of revealing his feelings, which he would

expect to surprise if not shock her, but the moment had never been quite right..their work, tears were followed by reminiscences that brought a

smile and soothed, and hope was always found to be the flower that bloomed from every seed of hopelessness..Friday, after dinner, when he'd

heard enough of Maria's method of fortune-telling to know that four decks were required, that only every third draw was read, and that

aces-especially red aces-were the most propitious cards to receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure in preparing for Barty the most favorable first

eight cards that could possibly be dealt. This was a small gift to cheer Agnes, on whose heart Joey's death weighed as heavily as iron chains.."Or at

least, if the police knew the truth at that time, they hadn't yet gone public with it. I had no reason to mention it to you back then. I didn't even know

Vanadium was missing.".At last: the humiliating backless gown, the precious drugs, even a pretty nurse who seemed to like him, and then

oblivion..In the three years since Perri's death, he had walked thousands of miles. He hadn't kept a record of the cumulative distance, because he
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wasn't trying to get into Guinness or to prove anything..On one particular street in Bright Beach, however, the most significant event of the year

occurred on a pleasant afternoon in early April, when Barty, now nine years old, climbed to the top of the great oak and perched there in triumph,

king of the tree and master of his blindness..He gently drew the covers over his wife's ruined body, to her thin shoulders, but arranged her right arm

on top of the blankets. He straightened and smoothed the folded-back flap of the top sheet..But, ah, the heft of the candlestick, the smooth arc it

made, and the crack of contact had been as hugely satisfying as any home-run swing that had ever won a baseball World Series.."And you're saying

fear can fill his emptiness as well as sex or booze?" Kathleen wondered..Meanwhile, she could offer him only a few pieces of ice, which he was

forbidden to chew. "Let them melt in your mouth.".Tom would have edged to his right, away from Edom, if Jacob hadn't flanked him. He

remembered the odd comment that the more dour of the twins had made about the Bakersfield train wreck..As red as Angel had been for her

evening outing, she was that yellow for retirement to bed in her own home. Two-piece yellow jersey pajamas. Yellow socks. At the girl's request,

Celestina had tied a soft yellow bow in her mass of springy hair..Like a disc fish with silvery scales, the coin lay in the cup of Junior's palm.

Directly over his life line..When together in Agnes's company, Edom and Jacob were brothers, comfortable with each other. But together, just the

two, no Agnes, they were more awkward than strangers, because strangers had no shared history to overcome..Blue fire flashed across the top of

the range and followed drips down the baked-enamel front to the floor. Blue flared to yellow, and the yellow darkened when the blaze found the

cadaver..After taking a minute to steel himself, Junior squatted next to the dead detective..Like the chicken egg. As weary as she was, Agnes could

not at once puzzle out the meaning of those four words. Then: "Oh. He's in an incubator.".His homely face was long and narrow, as though pulled

into that shape by the weight of his responsibilities. In other circumstances, however, his generous mouth might have shaped an appealing smile;

and his green eyes had in them the compassion of someone who himself had known great loss..She only half understood their frantic conversation,

partly because the ability to concentrate was draining from her along with her lifeblood, but also because she was distracted by Joey. He was no

longer in the wreck, but standing at the open rear door of the ambulance..The silence in this city of the dead was complete. The night lay breathless,

stirring not one whisper from the stationed evergreens that stood sentinel over generations of bones.."Oh, dear God," she whispered, and although

she had always been a strong woman who stood on a rock of faith, who drew hope as well as air with every breath, she was as weak now as the

unborn child in her womb, sick with fear..A sudden cold breeze blew down out of the moon, bearing a faint alien scent, and the black boughs of the

trees billowed and rustled like witches' skirts..More likely than not, Victoria spoke directly to the maniac detective. Even if she reported her sordid

fabrications to another officer, it would have gotten back to Vanadium, and the cop would have sought her out at once to hear her filth firsthand,

whereupon she would have enhanced her story until it sounded as though Junior had grabbed her knockers and had tried to shove his tongue down

her throat..This room didn't face the street by which Cain would approach the building, so Vanadium switched on the lights. He spent fifteen

minutes examining the mundane contents of the cupboards, searching for nothing in particular, merely getting an idea of how the suspect lived-and,

admittedly, hoping for an item as helpful to a conviction as a severed head in the refrigerator or at least a plastic-wrapped kilo of marijuana in the

freezer..The night was in flight, however, and he had a lot to do before it swooped straight into morning..After staring at the coins for a long

moment, Kathleen said, "I don't think any mystery writer has ever done a series of novels about a priest detective who's also a magician.".In a pew

in Old St. Mary's Church, in Chinatown, Junior took delivery of the lock-release gun and the untraceable 9-mm pistol with the custom-machined

silencer, as previously arranged. The church was deserted at ten o'clock in the morning. The shadowy interior and the menacing religious figures

gave him the creeps..RED SKY IN THE morning, sailors take warning; red sky at night, sailors delight..Hard experience had taught him, however,

that killing someone he knew, while occasionally necessary, didn't release stress. Or if it did briefly release stress, then unforeseen consequences

always contributed to even worse future stress..He would have done it, too, and risked establishing a pattern that police might notice; but the still,

small voice of Zedd guided him now, as so often before, and counseled calm, counseled focus..If the nun and the nurse could know the loathing

that Celestina had felt earlier, they would never allow her here in the creche, never trust her with this newborn..obsessed with humanity's sorry

penchant for destroying itself either by intention or ineptitude--491 suffocated and burned alive on an evening meant for champagne and

revelry..Now her mooring was Wally Lipscomb-obstetrician, pediatrician, landlord, and best friend--who arrived halfway through the reception. As

she listened to Helen Greenbaum's sales report, Celestina held Wally's hand so tightly that had it been a plastic champagne flute, it would have

cracked..Both the red and the white wines were too cheap for Junior's taste' so he drank Dos Equis beer and got two kinds of high by inhaling

enough secondhand pot smoke to cure the state of Virginia's entire annual production of hams. Among the two or three hundred partyers, some

were tripping on some exhibited the particular excitability and talkativeness typical of cokeheads, but Junior succumbed to none of these

temptations. Self-improvement and self control mattered to him; he didn't approve of this degree of self indulgence..The porch light wasn't on. No

landscape lighting brightened the backyard. Barty was a gray shadow moving through darkness and through the darkling drizzle..Even in this soft

light, Nolly could see that she was blushing like a young girl. She glanced around at the nearby tables..Yet, uncaught, the quarter would have

dropped to the floor. Junior would have heard it ring off the tiles. Which he hadn't..Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either,"

he said. "Old Whiteface was crawling all over her yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced." He meant Losen's chief mage, a

pale man from the North named Gelluk, who was much feared in Havnor..At the end, with the salt Tom and the pepper Tom standing side by side

in their different but parallel worlds, Maria said, "Seems like science fiction.".Walking was part of a fitness regimen that he took seriously. He
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would never be called upon to save the world, like the pulp heroes in the tales he enjoyed; however, he had solemn responsibilities he was

determined to meet, and to do so, he must maintain good health..Just as Celestina snapped shut the latches on the suitcase and turned to the door, a

nurse's aide entered, pushing a cart loaded with towels and bed linens..Many nights, his sleep wasn't half as restful as he would have wished, for he

often dreamed of walking in a wasteland. Sometimes, desert salt flats stretched in all directions, with here and there a monument of

weather-gnarled rock, all baking under a merciless sun. Sometimes, the salt was snow, and the monuments of rock were ridges of ice, revealed in

the hard glare of a cold sun. Regardless of the landscape, he walked slowly, though he had the desire and the energy to proceed faster. His

frustration built until it was so intolerable that he woke, kicking in the tangled sheets, restless and edgy..Hope, on many wings, hovered all around

the physician, but he was afraid to let it roost..The infant's smile was so captivating and his puzzlement so comically earnest that both expressions

worked on Agnes's misery as surely as yeast leavens dough. Her bitter tears turned sweet..Scamp spent Wednesday ravishing him. It wasn't love,

but there was comfort in being familiar with his partner's equipment..He doubted the Studebaker would ever be found, but successful men were,

without exception, those who paid attention to detail..In the motel office, Junior paid for another night in advance. His preference in lodgings didn't

run to greasy carpeting, cigarette-scarred furniture, and the whispery scuttling of cockroaches in the dark, but though feeling better, he was too tired

and shaky to drive.."It's easy to see you as a cop," Kathleen said. All the whacks, pops, and worm buckets just trip off your tongue, so to speak. But

it takes some effort to remember you're a priest, too.".He could have killed someone named Henry or Larry, without risk of creating a Bartholomew

pattern that would prickle like a pungent scent in the hound-dog nostrils of Bay Area homicide detectives. But he restrained himself..Tom didn't

know what to make of this bit of information, so he said, "That's a lot.".Another thought: The young gallery employee would remember that Junior

had asked after Neddy and had followed him toward the men's room. He would provide a description, and because he was an art connoisseur,

therefore visually oriented, he'd most likely provide a good description, and what the police artist drew wouldn't be some cubist vision in the

Picasso mode or a blurry impressionistic sketch, but a portrait filled with vivid and realistic detail, like a Norman Rockwell painting, ensuring

apprehension..Either operating on first-aid knowledge of his own or responding to an instruction from the medic, the cop slipped a foam pillow

under Agnes's head..This was the same woman who had been stripping the second bed when Celestina arrived earlier. Now she was here to remake

the first..The owner's attitude softened somewhat with Junior's reference to the quarter, and softened even further when together they returned to

the counter to see the proof in the cheese. He went from righteous anger to abject apology..In a sudden desperate burst of action, Junior tore at the

dead man's closed hand, sprang open the trap of fingers and palm-and did not find a quarter. Nor two dimes and a nickel. Nor five nickels. Nothing.

Zip. Zero..Mocked by the silvery ping-ting-jingle of the maniac detective emptying his ghostly pockets, Junior ran..The paramedic snatched the

oxygen feed from his patient's nose and quickly elevated his head, providing a purge towel to catch the thin ejecta..Junior was stunned that the bitch

had come back into his life, to ruin him, almost two years later. Zedd teaches that the present is just an instant between past and future, which really

leaves us with only two choices-to live either in the past or the future; the past, being over and done with, has no consequences unless we insist on

empowering it by not living entirely in the future. Junior strove always to live in the future, and he believed that he was successful in this striving,

but obviously he hadn't yet learned to apply Zedd's wisdom to fullest effect, because the past kept getting at him. He fervently wished he hadn't

simply broken up with Tammy Bean, but that he had strangled her instead, that he had strangled her and driven her corpse to Oregon and pushed

her off a fire tower and bashed her with a pewter candlestick and sent her to the bottom of Quarry Lake with the gold Rolex stuffed in her

mouth..Later, when the seven of them were gathered at the dinner table, the adults raised glasses of Chardonnay, the children raised tumblers of

Pepsi, and Maria gave the toast. "To Bartholomew, the image of his father, who was the kindest man I've ever known. To my Bonita and my

Francesca, who brighten every day. To Edom and Jacob, from who ... from whom I've learned so much that has made me think about the fragility

of life and made me realize how precious is every day. And to Agnes, my dearest friend, who has given me, oh, so much, including all these words.

God bless us, every one.".In her features, the girl entirely resembled her mother. She was nothing whatsoever like Junior. Only the light brown

shade of her skin provided evidence that she hadn't been derived from Seraphim by parthenogenesis..Finding nothing more of interest in the study,

he considered searching the rest of the house..Celestina succumbed to a fit of giggles. Before she could control them, she used up two Kleenex to

blow her nose and to blot the laughter from her eyes..Now here was a thing, worse than the thought of a quarter in the closed hand: Neddy's eyes

seemed to follow Junior as he rooted among the trash bags..Glass in the door next to Agnes cracked, dissolved. Pebbly blacktop like a dragon flank

of glistening scales hissed past the broken window, inches from her face..Besides, Junior was reluctant to kill Vanadium, for real this time, and risk

discovering- that the detective's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would in fact prove to be a relentless haunting presence that gave him no peace..Words

eluded him again, and he surveyed the coffee shop, as if someone might step forward to speak for him. He realized people were staring, and

embarrassment drew a tighter knot in his tongue..A trickster, this detective. Full of taunts and feints and sly stratagems. PsychologIcal-warfare

artist..Agnes discovered that watching her child be totally consumed by a new enthusiasm was an unparalleled delight. Through Barty, she had a

tantalizing sense of what her own childhood might have been like if her father had allowed her to have one, and at times, listening to the boy

exclaim about the space-faring Stone family or about the mysteries of Mars, she discovered that at least some part of a child still lived within her,

untouched by either cruelty or time..From these ominous spatters, several fibers bristled, having stuck to the pewter when the drizzle was still wet.

They appeared to be human hairs.."Oh!" She blotted her eyes on the heels of her hands. "Wait! Give me a second chance. I can do it better, I'm sure
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I can.".As before, the name tolled through him like the ominous note of the deepest bass bell in a cathedral carillon, struck on a cold midnight.."My

God," Junior said, pretending that his befuddlement had faded and that his mind had just now clarified, "you think Naomi was murdered, don't

you?".Charmed by the vulnerability of the young, he'd never slept with an older woman. The prospect intrigued him. She would have tricks in her

repertoire that younger women were too inexperienced to know..As yet, he hadn't taken either an antiemetic or antihistamine to ward off vomiting

and hives, because he wanted to medicate -against those conditions as shortly before the violence as was practical, to ensure maximum protection.

He'd intended to dose himself only after he followed Celestina home from the gallery and could be reasonably certain that he had located the lair of

Bartholomew..Dr. Zedd's death, just last Thanksgiving, had been a blow to Junior, a loss to the nation, to the entire world. He considered it a

tragedy equal to the Kennedy assassination one year previous..By comparison, the strip club-neon aglow, theater lights twinkling----looked warm,

cozy. Welcoming..No more than a minute after Vanadium departed, a nurse arrived in a rush, no doubt sent by the hateful cop. Hard to tell, through

all the tears, if she was a looker. A nice face, perhaps. But such a stick-thin body..The hum, the buzz, the rattle, the grinding of machinery, power

tools. Sheet steel and tougher structural steel snarling against the teeth of a metal-cutting saw..hooves. This was no demon child. Its father's evil

was'nt  visibly reflected in its small.Hound meant well in sending the young man to Samory, but he did not understand the quality of Otter's will.

Nor did Otter himself. He was too used to obeying others to see that in fact he had always followed his own bent, and too young to believe that

anything he did could kill him.
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