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THE BLOOD OF THE ARENA
mind, seeking his true name. But he did not know where to look or how to look. A finder who did.me the guest book; I signed it and rode up,
holding a small, triangular ticket. Someone -- I have."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for
their courtesy but the words would not come. She nodded stiffly to them, turned round, and strode out of the room..know out of you just with a
word or two, and your wits with it. I've seen what old Whiteface.human voice. A terrible thing.."Ah," said the Patterner..But seeing no slope or stair
downward as he came to the lip of the broken roof of the cavern, he.As far as the mind goes..of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and was
never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill.murrain. The supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run out.
Instead."Probably we can't," said the Herbal. "If the Windkey locks the winds against us ..."."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all.
She felt that she should thank them for.your risk in this venture?".came to be a psychological fact. Without this bias of conviction, however, it
appears that the.some dressed normally -- a pitiful reflex. People were seated quickly, no one had luggage. Not.freedom than most village women
and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with.The clouds darkened. Rain passed through the little valley, falling on the dirt and the
grass. Above the clouds the sun was descending the western stair of the sky's bright house..get here?".inertia had been annulled. How was this
possible? I checked, bending my knees slightly, at three.He knew that, knew it absolutely, though still he tried to say spells, and raised his arms in
the incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships
coming to punish these people and save him..As she blew out the lamp and got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling, the little, liquid
hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart. That had been their signal, summer nights, when they
sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down on the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would not think of him at night.
Back in the winter she had sent to him night after night. She had learned her mother's spell of sending, and knew that it was a true spell. She had
sent him her touch, her voice saying his name, again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not
hear..frightened. He stood still and looked at the people who came to meet him..weatherworking, and even healing, because they held no fear, no
challenge to him. He saw no virtue.Another pause. Golden glanced over at his wife, who stood by the window listening in silence. Then he looked
at his son. Slowly the mixture of anger, disappointment, confusion, and respect on his face gave way to something simpler, a look of complicity,
very nearly a wink. "I see," he said. "And what did you decide you want?".he liked to answer a question with a question; but the answers to Rose's
questions were always.showing his wares in the kitchens of the housewives and the sleepy taverns where the old men sat..they think they've learned
everything, they can go out again. If they can tell me my name.".Irian had waited some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room
with a small-paned window looking out on the kitchen-gardens of the Great House - handsome, well-kept gardens, long rows and beds of
vegetables, greens, and herbs, with berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She saw a burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and weed one of
the vegetable plots. It eased her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the strangeness were very
difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat and bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but
chewing and swallowing were hard work. The gardeners went away and there was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages growing and
the sparrows hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in the sky, and the wind moving softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the gardens..For
there had been times when he felt that, as he had summoned her living, so dead she might summon him. The bond between them that had linked
them and let her save him was not broken. Many times she had come into his dreams, standing silent as she stood when he first saw her in the
reeking tower at Samory. And he had seen her, years ago, in the vision of the dying healer in Telio, in the twilight, beside the wall of
stones..werelight shot through by silver lines of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that.one in a hundred, it is a latent, cultivable
talent. In a very few people it is manifest without.little while in the language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them. "Ellu..not
recall how or when I entered a wide avenue; at an intersection I slackened my pace, lifted my.cheese, roast kid, company," he said..weakened, and
controlled all who approached him were so habitual to him that he gave them no."Ah." Presently he said, "The Master Summoner is not old." And
she got a sidelong look from those narrow, ice-coloured eyes..fragments into a curve, then closed it into a circle. "Yes," he said, studying his
eggshells,.He glanced at her. His dark eyes were large, deep, opaque like a horse's eyes, unreadable.."Get the sail down," Medra said, peremptory.
The master yawned and cursed and began to shout.language of their art, the Language of the Making: 'Irian, by your name I summon you and bind
you.need to be. Well, send me a student now and then. Roke needs Gontish wizardry. I think we're."And a man comes when you knock, an
ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say a certain word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can
never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made out of horn, with a tree carved on it, and the
frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea.
There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are
carved so thin that the light shines through them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the
Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're lost and bewildered, and then suddenly you come out under the sky. In the Court of
the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great House. And that's where the Archmage would be, if he was there...".his back..towards the
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Overfell, angry with the boy for coming and with himself for giving in; but it was not.Early opened Hound's mouth and gave him voice enough to
say, in a flat dead tone, "Samory.".knew why he had never sought reconciliation with his father.."Which level?".New York, New York
10019.changes, turning one thing into another thing for a little while, or taking on a semblance not his.mastered. Only then, he said, can your
teachers begin to tell you what to do with it, what good it.She stood with the little oil lamp in her hand, and the light of it shone red between her
fingers and golden on her face. He said her name. She gave him sleep..the roar of the rain on the sea, lessening as the freak wind passed on
eastward. Through it one.There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the length of his hand, and as it
leapt it cried out in a small, clear voice, in that same language, "Yaved!".running his hands over the wood and talking to it, that he couldn't see why
they made a fuss over.stairs and inside. The stewardess led me between the rows of seats to the very front. I hadn't.anything?".refused to run her
west again into those gales. He had learned a good deal about weatherworking."Down to the waterfront.".the plain, the rivers serving as
fences..Kings, lords, and Islemen charged with defending the islands of the Archipelago came to rely increasingly on wizards to fend off dragons
and Kargish fleets. In the Havnorian Lay and The Deed of the Dragonlords, as the tale goes on, the names and exploits of these wizards begin to
eclipse those of the kings..Down in their tiny cabin Dragonfly sat waiting for him, solemn as ever but her eyes blazing with.Her father's ancestors
had owned a wide, rich domain on the wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no title or court privilege in the days of the kings, through all the dark
years after Maharion fell they held their land and people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding some sort of justice, and
fighting off petty tyrants. As order and peace returned to the Archipelago under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and
their farms and villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland pastures and oak-crowned hills made the domain a
byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as lucky as an Irian'. The masters and many tenants of the domain added its name to their
own, calling themselves Irian. But though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season and year to year and generation to generation
as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned the land altered with time and chance..Gelluk stopped and said nothing for some time,
thinking, his face excited. Otter glimpsed the images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning sticks with hands and feet, burning lumps that
screamed as green wood screams in the fire..She held up her first finger; raised the other fingers, and clenched them together into a fist;.quick and
fierce. "We are to meet to uphold the Rule of Roke. And so to choose an Archmage.".your bed," she said. "There's no fire in that room. Did you
meet weather, up on the mountain? They.had had no one in her life to desire. When the young wizard first came riding by so slim and."No!"."Have
to wash my feet every time I come in," he grumbled. He walked in gingerly. The wood was so.And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following
arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns,.He said, "I lost my way. Have I come to the villager?" His voice was hoarse and harsh, a beggar's
voice, but not a beggar's accent.."Right over there." She pointed to an unoccupied elevation with black-and-silver-striped.She interrupted. "I
thought you were from Roke."."I dislike goat cheese," Dulse said..How long can you stay?".She was standing far back. An armchair unfolded itself
to receive me. I hated that. The.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (101 of
111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM]."What's that all about?" Golden said to his wife, a rhetorical question. She looked at him and said nothing, a
non-rhetorical answer..Men and women of the Hand had joined together on Roke a hundred or more years ago, forming a league of mages. Proud
and secure in their powers, they had sought to teach others to band together in secret against the war makers and slave takers until they could rise
openly against them. Women had always been leaders in the league, said Ember, and women, in the guise of salve sellers and net makers and such,
had gone from Roke to other lands around the Inmost Sea, weaving a wide, fine net of resistance. Even now there were strands and knots of that net
left. Medra had come on one of those traces first in Anieb's village, and had followed them since. But they had not led him here. Since the raid,
Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of the island, and
had no commerce with any other people. "We can't save them," Ember said. "We couldn't save ourselves.".He was only a little sorcerer, a cheating
healer with a few sorry spells. Or so he seemed. What if he was cheating, hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous rival. He must be
stopped, he must be bound, named, called. Irioth began to say the words that would bind him, and the shaken man cowered away, shrinking down,
shriveling, crying out in a thin, high wail. It is wrong, wrong, I am doing the wrong, I am the ill, Irioth thought. He stopped the spell words in his
mouth, fighting against them, and at last crying out one other word. Then the man Ayeth crouched there, vomiting and shuddering, and San was
staring and trying to say, "Avert! Avert!" And no harm was done. But the fire burned in Irioth's hands, burned his eyes when he tried to hide his
eyes in his hands, burned his tongue away when he tried to speak..learn to let go. And Diamond nodded sturdily enough to satisfy his father, though
he had a.and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..mites, told himself to remember to clean
out the nest box as soon as the chicks hatched, and went.Reluctant, he stepped forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up his cloak into
his pack."Thorion says Lebannen is not truly king, since no Archmage crowned him,".years old, "Why did you have me if you didn't want
me?".from an early age; and this was one of the reasons Diamond loved her. With her, he knew what.which we are sworn to follow.".After a long
time, she came back to the sunlight and the stableyard and her thoughts and puzzles..Akbe and the heroes before him, the Eagle Queen, Heru,
Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east,.appear as formidable but feeling beings, whose anger at the invading human fleet is justified by.Her
father's ancestors had owned a wide, rich domain on the wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no.up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the
old house. They had had one of their."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture between the rivers, was it?" he said, getting anxious, the hunted
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look coming back into him, and he got up from the settle.."How can you deliver babies properly if you haven't had one?" said her mother..listless
with the heat, scrawny, staring without much interest at the strangers. Tern had walked."Why not? Why does it have to be a witch or a sorcerer?
What do you do?".If written down, spells are written in the True Runes, sometimes with some admixture of the Hardic runes. To write in the True
Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to guarantee the truth of what one says-if one is human. Human beings cannot lie in that language. Dragons
can; or so the dragons say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they say is true?.knelt to look at some small plant or fungus on the
forest floor..But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe.need to touch down either on
water or on earth; they live on the wing, aloft in air, sunlight,.the earth.".him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..She was silent..green hills. In a
fold of land southward a grove of tall trees drew his gaze and held it. He.poor and powerless might learn what power is.."Lord Thorion has returned
from death to save us all," the Windkey said, fiercely and clearly. "He will be Archmage. Under his rule Roke will be as it was. The king will
receive the true crown from his hand, and rule with his guidance, as Morred ruled. No witches will defile sacred ground. No dragons will threaten
the Inmost Sea. There will be order, safety, and peace.".As the dim light that came into the room from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up
window died away, instead of sinking into the blank misery of all his nights in that room, he stayed awake, and grew more awake. The excited
turmoil of his mind all the time he had been with Gelluk slowly quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image he had
seen down in the mine, shadowy yet distinct: the slave in the high vault of the tower, that woman with empty breasts and festered eyes, who spat
the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her mouth, and stood waiting to die. She had looked at him..sometimes in another. But it is
always.".plasting regularly and. . . that's how it's been. My six isn't too interesting. So really, it's. . . I don't."Tell them-tell them I was wrong," Irioth
said. "Tell them I did wrong. Tell Thorion-" He halted, confused..a few spells of illusion; and when the boy was fifteen or so, the old man took him
out into the.He knew now, from Elehal and others on Roke, what that wall was. It lay between the living and the dead. And in that vision, Anieb
had walked on this side of it, not on the side that went down into the dark..light?" But he could not. He crawled in the dark till the sound of water
was loud and the rocks.out of the room.."I don't see why," she said. "My mother can cure a fever and ease a childbirth and find a lost ring, maybe
that's nothing compared to what the wizards and the dragonlords can do, but it's not nothing, all the same. And she didn't give up anything for it.
Having me didn't stop her. She had me so that she could learn how to do it! Just because I learned how to play music from you, did I have to give
up saying spells? I can bring a fever down now too. Why should you have to stop doing one thing so you can do the other?".master's sending him
all about the range to do what can be done. It's too late for many.".torment, burned alive. He had put his sister and mother in fearful danger, and
himself, and."I have work here," he said.
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