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THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS SELF INTERPRETING
75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..How long, O Fate, wilt thou
oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of
ill chances lies in wait!.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his
friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee
with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the
mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and
when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of
having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the
other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee
with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached
the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..One day as she sang before
the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him
and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May
God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for
this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh.
Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the
like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me
art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love
for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.Then she gave out among the
folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his
honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted
him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented
themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had
foregone him of the kings..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..?STORY
OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to
delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of
Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came
forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? He
shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..Then,
when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he
shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the
slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She
straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she
was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..When the king heard this story, he said in himself,
"Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of]
my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath
endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of
wont..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36)
started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out,
running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And
I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and
the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..? ? ? ? ? c. The
Third Old Man's Story ii.All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and
they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion
and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him
with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to
act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his
palace and assigned him one who should serve him..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).When her husband heard this, he said to
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her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she
whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that
journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?'
asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth
she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the
wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry
and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife
dcccclxxx.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders
dclix.? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.(continued)..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was
blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him
a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave
birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle
or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the
beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and
polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the
kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of
the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent
Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured
for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token
that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that
thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done
us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated
and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel,
and so peace be on thee!"'.His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the
folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and
servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and
reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part
and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren
and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in
their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and
especially of the city of Baghdad.".When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may
look into his affair.".Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes,
how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not
so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover
[from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld
a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but
meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she
said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..STORY OF THE PIOUS
WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the
Truth, what while in gloom it lay..It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad
him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of
[the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It
is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and
saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him,
lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he
said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined,
saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.'
Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.When the king heard the vizier's
speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..16. The Fox and the Crow
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cl.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire
straightway..? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..?
? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he
came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and
its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that]
it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook,
'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy
nature's a trait..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..1. The Merchant and the Genie
i.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with
what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them,
"To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we
made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am
the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O
king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he
became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good
breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers'
hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years
and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.King (The Dethroned), whose
Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's
Story dccccxxxix.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words
thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening
prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had
that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her
and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the
turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth
because it was burnt..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.Then he wept again
and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and
my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united
praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to
seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and
[what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go
forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease
infects, of its seductive air..After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded
the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her,
"O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the
cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she
answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she
said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and
obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and
whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the
door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their
standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came
nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to
them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his
words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had
laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived
of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet,
when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the
place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their
grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine
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honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said
and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her
deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will
know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will
kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?'
asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and
look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy
solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Then she
charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told her that her
husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she
gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went
out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other
seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in
his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".? ? ? ? ?
Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..Sixteen Officers of Police, El
Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in
consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he
bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..Then he called
for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls
and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of
Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy
and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El
Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with
her..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat
down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the
time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and
beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before
thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto
God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and
soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves
humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who
guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them
forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the
fair..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.? ? ? ? ? v. The
House with the Belvedere dxcviii.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward
and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth
he).When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through
the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a
wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in
it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another
day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made
as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had
a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us
to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to
kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these
bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free
thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion
whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will
send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..Meanwhile,
Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the
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Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid
and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those
whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and
her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave
[us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking;
whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou
let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh
wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.Then they fell to journeying
night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the
camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of
El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope
with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the
victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw
water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs,
acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he
will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to
Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that
they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their
design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying,
"Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other.
Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and
made himself king..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? The
huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and
desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is
there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ?
Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I
traverse, without fear,.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier,
required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With
pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another
for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful
for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak
to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High
therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also
desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O
king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his
Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent
that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last,
how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every
side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the
Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh
Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and
kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various
colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es
Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape,
the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after
the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her
presence.'.As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there
abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in
high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the
governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and
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he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will
show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save
Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice
defy,.Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..The damsel rejoiced, when
the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er
recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.127. The Justice of Providence
cccclxxviii.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath
returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones
and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was
affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan
and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee,
that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand
and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour
profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied
his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El
Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he
said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring
him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my
lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I
know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was
with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their
wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou
art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?"
And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he
put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they
occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said,
"Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I
have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him,
"An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the
draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".? ? ? ? ? And if into the
briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow.
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