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When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother,
questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked
men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him
all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not
how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..The
Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner
sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and
made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and
boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them
for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise
and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and
gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell
down..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah
rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter
and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers
saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they
bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love,
hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which
my heart is wried..So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling
at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,'
answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and
he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the
description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt
thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying,
'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship
Him with thee.'.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her
company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I
would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside
them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister
Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon
Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it
into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.? ? ?
? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Presently he came to the land of the Turks,
(228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the
goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he
followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the
broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that
had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..168.
Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes
and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to
Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager
and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So
they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have
lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded,
and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which
he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over
going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to
acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother
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heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons,
whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the
dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's
mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..When the company
heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By
Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from
amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it
is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and
enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and
breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket
and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the
meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose
and removed the food from before her..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF
POLICE. (83).? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more
sweet..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's
return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have
cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that
which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going
in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his
uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and
how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..? ? ? ? ? A damsel
made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the
coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? b, The
Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from
me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its
night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a
lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other
precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are
diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as
beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great
pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this
to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Then he folded the letter and
committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us."
"By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he
said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the
end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her,
"This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his
allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with
presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth
nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without
silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban
iv.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth
mine eye doth you contain..On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs
must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of
God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me,
He will give me the victory over them.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.When the morning
morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there,
doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a
man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath
befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds
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and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of
the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of
Khorassan, his, i. 218.Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and
find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the
idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his
house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his
lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst
the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of
Janshah ccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..Man of Khorassan, his
Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was
moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the
following verses on the moss-rose:.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he
transgress..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a
man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought
fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for
on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O
youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and
won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El
Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and
found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came
before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence
comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.When it was eventide, the chamberlain
let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst
he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld
the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her
sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and
fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house.
The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..159.
The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL
FORTUNE..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in
the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from
ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in
thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an
exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the
youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a
deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over
these wicked viziers.".There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw
her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices,
but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and
he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union
between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a
turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And
he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent
beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover].
Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she
cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated
her speech twice and thrice..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do]
and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for
they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand
(129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he
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had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he
bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be
opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to
cut..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou
such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman
who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and
wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the
chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..Then
they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very
night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride
and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing
from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that
the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed
Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made
the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to
his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune
fair, iii. 191..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet
another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O ye
who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..Draper's Wife, The
Old Woman and the, ii. 55..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it
was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the
Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou
thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man
whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered
with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and
another Sultan and a third headsman.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of
the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and
indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to
her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none
other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an
instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El
Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..Then he bade fetch
the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy
body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the
forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution
will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and
who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore
have tried..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray,
wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh,
sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God
gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought
with you remain..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going
about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the
third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the
morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at
a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I
went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom
thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a
deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain
of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by
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token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall
betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and
counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot
come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the
protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate
and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So
he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath
come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for
my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she
tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and
said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and
locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till
he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of
guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they
went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we
will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the
owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will
reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer
counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to
him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems,
for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand
on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.?THE DISCIPLE'S
STORY..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..Damascus is all gardens
decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set
with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and
Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a
goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an
archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter
were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the
noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the
book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be
established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219)
so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the
granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the
wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and
cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But
thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant
betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any
business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am
not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded
with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..The Eleventh Day..Razi (Er) and El
Merouzi, ii. 28..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.Me, till I stricken was
therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.Then he looked at
her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter
and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder
slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So
be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen
hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the
slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house,
full of love for the young Damascene..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks,
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the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased
it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a
sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted
the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch],
aswoon..As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter
was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the
Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose
and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save
Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her,
'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the
sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my
saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..?THE SIXTEENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..The Fourth Day..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the
merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The
merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great
store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all
that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed
the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was
with me and sold it at a good profit..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had
been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to
their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us
with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the
king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not
in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so,
come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to
seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair."
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