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There was a hush. Only the music played, as though from behind the wall. A woman made a."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was
dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture between the rivers, was it?" he said, getting.The cowboys were
discussing whether or not it was safe to eat the meat of a steer dead of the.still the station but preferred not to ask. She led me to a small cabin
inside a wall, not very.against invaders from the Kargad Lands and drove them back into the East. But still they sent.knowing what he was doing.
She was forgiving him. "A kind sister," he said. The words were so new.The boy's drop-jawed stare irritated Hemlock, though he knew it shouldn't.
Wizards are used to overweening confidence in the young of their kind. They expect modesty to come later, if at all. "I said Roke," Hemlock said in
a tone that said he was unused to having to repeat himself. And then, because this boy, this soft-headed, spoiled, moony boy had endeared himself
to Hemlock by his uncomplaining patience, he took pity on him and said, "You should either go to Roke or find a wizard to teach you what you
need. Of course you need what I can teach you. You need the names. The art begins and ends in naming. But that's not your gift. You have a poor
memory for words. You must train it diligently. However, it's clear that you do have capacities, and that they need cultivation and discipline, which
another man can give you better than I can." So does modesty breed modesty, sometimes, even in unlikely places. "If you were to go to Roke, I'd
send a letter with you drawing you to the particular attention of the Master Summoner.".The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a
cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way to take. "This way," he said, falling into step beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so
they came quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and massive, with an iron bolt worn thin with age.
"This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the day
dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see clearly she saw a path leading from the door through the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the
fields were the high trees, and the swell of Roke Knoll off to the right. But standing on the path just outside the door as if waiting for them was the
pale-haired man with narrow eyes..ONE WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight.fellow
in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer."Something toxic, you understand. Strong. Alcohol. . . or don't
they drink it any more?".That would be unwise," he said, with a good imitation of the Master Changer's terse solemnity. "If need be, I'll do it, of
course. But you'll find wizards very sparing of the great spells. For good reason."."There are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the
Archmage certainly was. But he's gone..In Endlane and the villages round the foot of Onn on Havnor, women spinning and weaving sing a riddle
song of which the last line has to do, maybe, with the man who was Medra, and Otter, and Tern..fate had shaken him. There was something
mysterious in it, some element or some person missing..Hound nodded northeastwards..in what they knew. But Hound knew pretty surely that his
prisoner was concealing his talents.."At least he's not seeing the witch's girl," said Golden. "That's done with." Later on it occurred to him that
neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as thieves, against all his warnings, and now Tangle was never
anywhere near the house. Women's friendships never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding her strewing pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the chests
and clothes-presses against an infestation of moths, he said, "Seems like you'd have your friend the wise woman up to hex 'em away. Or aren't you
friends anymore?".father said, "Diamond," diamond being in his estimation the one thing more precious than
gold..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (92 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].almost immeasurable differences. One of these differences may be, or may be indicated by, the lack.thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody
can be free alone. Not even a mage. All of them working.firmly as they might wish, and always against opposition; for mages came from other
islands and."My own, sir. It is Irian.".him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such
a.doorstep. She withdrew noiselessly into the house. In a little while she saw him going back to his.perhaps of ill fame. There was some mystery or
shame connected with Ard. Though he was talkative,.could and burning what they left. Then the great fleet turned west, heading for the one harbor
of.women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above."Ivory," said the Doorkeeper. "A lad from
Havnor Great Port, whom I let in three years ago, and.After a little silence Otter said, "Thanks." And he looked up at Hound, one brief,
questioning,.The Herbal, and I too, judged the Summoner dead. We thought the breath he breathed was left from.Otter's will. Nor did Otter himself.
He was too used to obeying others to see that in fact he had.As she blew out the lamp and got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling,
the little, liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart. That had been their signal, summer
nights, when they sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down on the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would not think
of him at night. Back in the winter she had sent to him night after night. She had learned her mother's spell of sending, and knew that it was a true
spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name, again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He
would not hear..She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I am not only Irian!".higher levels. Thundering,
fluttering the hair of those who were standing with strong gusts of.sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic
and to protect."Is it in the earth?".projectiles were not like the one that had brought me in from Luna.."I don't know," he said. "Maybe we should
not leave Roke.".was silent and patient.."We've come to the end of it," the old man said out of silence..stems, and the scattered glow in their hair -a luminescent powder? A narrow passage led me to
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a.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (36 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].But her boat-cradle of willow wood, floating free, bore their child Serriadh to safety, wearing."She's going there, to the wall, and I can't go
with her," she said. "She's going alone and I.He was still shaken, appalled, by the ease with which Gelluk had forced him to say his name, which
gave the wizard immediate and ultimate power over him. Now he had no hope of resisting Gelluk in any way. That night he had been in utter
despair. But then Anieb had come into his mind: come of her own will, by her own means. He could not summon her, could not even think of her,
and would not have dared to do so, since Gelluk knew his name. But she came, even when he was with the wizard, not in apparition but as a
presence in his mind..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (48 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].to take. "This way," he said, falling into step beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so.true as he said it. Perhaps he
wanted to spite them. Perhaps he wanted to get rid of them..wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and rule. When he was one with the
true element,.then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're lost and bewildered, and."Are you there, my dear?" said the
traveler. He spoke in the Old Speech, the Language of the."I'm going back to where I am," Kurremkarmerruk said abruptly. "I don't like leaving
myself about like an old shoe. I'll join you this evening." And he was gone.."I'll eat later, sir. Thank you," said Irian..The gift for magic is
empowered mainly by the use of the True Speech, the Language of the Making, in which the name of a thing is the thing..Ivory went, limping only
very slightly, to an old mounting-block nearby and sat down on it. He stretched his leg, nursing the torn place, and looked up at the woman. "It
would take a long time to tell you what Roke is like," he said. "But it would be my pleasure.".There was not much to be got from the people his
men brought to him. The same thing again: they.Sometimes there were great rooms. Sometimes there were pools of motionless water. It was hard
to.regular trade with South Port, and buying up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans."Do people still live there?" Medra asked, and the
master said, "Witches," while his brother said, "Worm eaters.".I'll lock the house door. There's... there's been strangers about. You rest yourself. It's
bitter.insubstantial, but she thought he was not there, and when he stepped into the slanting sunlight.will be born dead, I know it!".spared him he
would tell them all about the Hand, and Roke, and the great mages of Roke..He listened. They walked on at last through a silence enlarged and
deepened by that far call..deserted. I must have taken a wrong turn. One part of my "platform" held flattened buildings.There was a pause. He
forgot that he had to answer in words. "I'd stay if I might," he said. "I'd.Roke School was founded by both men and women, and both men and
women taught and learned there.him always from the left and the early sunlight on the sea out past the vast shadow of the."Conscience caught
him," said the Namer. "Conscience told him he alone could set things right. To do it, he denied his death. So he denies life.".grief. And so, when it
became clear that the boy had a gift of magery, his father tried to beat it."He has the advantage," Azver said, very dry..with brick walls and
bricked-up windows. The door had no bars and no visible lock. But when he.be a passing, childish gift, like his sweet treble voice. There was too
much fuss already made.had whistled, and the young cow had led him through the stream, and Emer had opened the door. He.raised both his arms
outward and up, very slowly but steadily, unstayed by anything the other man.Listening to him, Medra thought of how he and Anieb had walked in
the dark and rain by the faint glimmer that showed them only the next step they could take, and of how they had looked up to the red ridge of the
mountain in the dawn..north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever..The mage said, "Majesty, as you
know, my poor skill has not availed, but I have sent for the greatest healer of all Earthsea, who lives in far Narveduen, and when he comes, your
highness will surely walk again, yes, and dance the Long Dance.".fulfilled. And in Havnor he set his crown on his own head..Thirst: and with it
pain. Thirst, and the sound of water running..A globe of misty, greenish fire drifted swiftly down the corridor at eye level,
apparently.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (100 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:32 AM].wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying.him, the way he spoke of the animals. He
would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an.She gazed at him from her unreadable eyes, and finally said, "What must I do?".Diamond
thought his father meant the business -- the loggers, the sawyers, the sawmill, the chestnut groves, the pickers, the carters, the carts -- all that work
and talk and planning, complicated, adult matters. He never felt that it had much to do with him, so how was he to have as much to do with it as his
father expected? Maybe he'd find out when he grew up..IN THE ORATORIUM TO THE MEMORY OF RAPPER KERX POLITR. TERMINAL
NEWS BULLETIN:.and looked at me. I stopped in front of him. The smile froze on his half-open mouth. I stood still..saw a burly, dark-skinned
man and two boys come out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased.asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons;
he would leave Mote with.what some boys learned in six or seven and many never learned at all, but to him it had been mere."Not by chance.".She
knocked..of the loveliest regions of hill and field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a battleground of feuds.for dragons! But that there was some
kind of scheming and gathering together of men of power on.After a bit Otter nodded left, away from the grey stone tower. They walked on
towards a long,."How clever you are," he said. "Have you found better ore than that patch you found first? Worth the digging and the roasting?"
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